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Date 28 February 2021 

Hare(s) None 

Venue None 

ONON N/A 

FOOTPRINTS IN THE 
SANDS OF TIME 

When we last ran on Albury 
Heath, J. Arthur promised me 
sand rather than mud. This 
did not then materialise, but 
today indeed we found a great 
deal of sand, and the winter’s 
mud had dried out more or 
less fully. It is fair to suppose 
that elsewhere in Surrey the 
mud lingers on. By my 
reckoning the first Sunday 
when “groups of six” hashers 
will be permitted is Easter 
Sunday – the PM has chosen 
the start of Holy Week for his 
new regime – and there are 
areas of our county which will 
still be muddy at that date. 
Still and all, spring is in the 
air; I shall be glad to see the 
back of this particular winter. 

Today we ran a right-hander 
which reached the housing 
estate in Farley Green. We 
found plenty of downhill or 

 

flat stretches, allowing us to 
cover exactly 4 miles in the 
first hour, though of course the 
return included a climb, which 
slowed us down. The sun 
shone on our efforts, and the 
scenery was very fine: 
naturally therefore we 
encountered numerous groups 
of walkers, who greeted us 
cheerfully. The lockdown has 
promoted a more open spirit, a 
resolution to be friendly. And 
perhaps a keener enthusiasm 
for the joys of nature – a 
cluster of snowdrops for 
example, or the winter 
silhouettes of mature oak 
trees. Naturally today we 
found plenty of conifers also, 
and even notices promising 
the world still more 
plantations of Douglas Fir. I 
thought “Society is so 
constructed that to question 

the profit motive, the assumption 
that making money is the 
supreme good, is to invite 
ostracism”. 

This train of thought led me on 
to the special nature of hashing. 
My runs on Sundays with J. 
Arthur are one of the principal 
pleasures of the week: exercise, 
fresh air, the countryside, 
agreeable conversation – well, 
this is chiefly over our beer at 
the end – so how does real 
hashing differ? And the answer 
lies in the spirit of a community. 
There is something very special 
about belonging to an organised 
group, being part of a social 
structure, a coherent and living 
subset of humanity – which is of 
course also what animates 
another Sunday morning 
activity. I am not sure how far 
the conversations after mass in 
our village contravene the rules 

of social distancing – we 
certainly observe the 2 metre 
rule – but they are important. 

Yes, even groups of six will 
not be authentic hashing, 
though a fair approximation – 
until the Circle of course, that 
vital element in our custom 
and practice. Still, groups of 
six will be something to look 
forward to with pleasure. 

MPs have started to give 
formal and specific names to 
their Groups. Until recently 
we had the European 
Research Group, an 
abbreviation for Anti-
European Do-No-Research 
Group, and now a Common 
Sense Group. Here the words 
have their customary 
meaning: when you can’t 
prove something you say 
“Well, it’s just common 
sense, isn’t it?” The French 
confuse this concept by 
calling it “le bon sens 
commun”, but the Italians are 
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more systematic. They have “il 
senso communo”, any 
widespread ideas, and “il senso 
buono” when you’ve got it 
right. 

Now, there is a cynical 
quotation, “The majority are 
always wrong”, which is taken 
from Ibsen – it goes on “and 
the minority is rarely right”, 
just to add to the gloom, 

though you can see the point – 
almost every opinion, widely 
shared or unusual, will prove in 
time to have been erroneous. 
This gives the lie to the adage 
“Vox populi, vox Dei”, and 
indeed to all populist politics. 

who arrive at our shores! 
 
On On! FRB 
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her husband to the shop, because he, of 
course, speaks Spanish very well. 

 

 There are two types of people in the 
world; those that can extrapolate from 
incomplete data. 

 
OnOn! Master Bates 
 
Letters to the Editor 
 

“Disgusted from Leatherhead” 
 

Sir, it may surprise you that I welcome 
the latest missive from Tosser, even if 
the inaccurate and hurtful comparison is 
less welcome due to a technological 
slight of hand. It shows that despite the 
general belief of the membership that his 
lightbulb has gone out a faint glimmer 
still exists in as much that he is still capa-
ble of putting quill to parchment, even if 
inaccurately. Therefore I shall put to the 
back of my mind a picture of an elderly 
gent dribbling away on the sofa looking 
at the pictures in The Daily Mail whilst 
surrounded by empty beer cans. 

However my major concern is with 
your stewardship of this esteemed publi-
cation where you have a sacred duty to 
carefully monitor all material submitted. 
The most junior hack would realise that 
the 1981 picture was taken with a camera 
where the adage “the camera never lies” 
prevails without question whilst the re-
cent one has been outrageously manipu-
lated by a so called smart camera that 
makes the above statement an absolute 
contradiction. I do not know the precise 
source of your material but better in-
formed parties than I suggest that your 
“troll” operates out of the swamplands of 
Weybridge, an area long regarded as a 
cesspit of malicious innuendo. I expect 
better of you in the future if for no other 
reason than to avoid generally mislead-
ing the elderly and infirm, and in particu-
lar Tosser. 

 

Yours respectfully. 
 

Uncle. [Gibber MB] 
 

Addendum 
 

JArthur and FRB ran just over 5 miles 
on Albury Heath, while I continued to 
take my exercise in the “Wastelands of 
New Haw”. 

A certain “Disgusted from Leatherhead” 
is prolonging the “Gibbergutgate” debate 
(see Letters to the Editor). I refuse, how-
ever to publish that photograph again. 
Since I have been accused of modification 
of the truth, I have not corrected the 
spelling and grammatical errors. 

With Tosser taking up the vacant posi-
tion of JM, the pressure has been taken 
off Gibber. Going by the recent letters, 
however, they seem to be getting off to a 
bumpy start. I think we should give them 
a paired name, “Pinky & Perky” perhaps 
but certainly not the “Chuckle Brothers”. 
Tosser himself has alluded to “Laurel & 
Hardy”! 

Teq is now permanently On Sec and this 
means that he now occupies two official 
positions, or is it three?  

A very happy birthday to Lord Raleigh 
(last Sunday). His Quadrupedic Ram-
blings are published overleaf. 

The GM is planning how and when we 
are going to restart hashing for SH3 and 
his “Roadmap” will be published in next 
week’s Runday Shag.  

In the meantime he has written some-
thing about pub ownership, see overleaf! 

And now two more Spoonerisms and 
some jokes (?): 

 

   What's the difference between an 
oyster with epilepsy and a prostitute with 
diarrhoea  One, you shuck between fits,  

 

What's the difference between a cat 
and a comma? One has claws at the end 
of its paws, [yes, it’s a clean one!] 

 

A German girl married a Spaniard & 
went to live in Spain. She couldn't speak 
Spanish. Each time she wanted to buy 
chicken legs, she would lift her skirt and 
show her thighs to enable the seller to  
understand what she wanted. One day 
she needed to buy bananas. So, she took 

JM 1 

JM 2 (not dribbling!) 

Link to SH3 Confab 
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The Birthday Boy 

SH3 and the Quadrupeds 
 

Newsflash :- GRANDMASTER FLASH participating In a 2 miler in Dundalk today Friday  4:30 - opposed by 
ANNA BUNINA Sneaky GETAWAY  BAR ROOM Bore and 4 others  
  

At Newcastle on Wednesday evening  BUMBLE BEE opted out of the 5 furlong 'Sprint' saying it was way past 
his bedtime!  However SAISONS D OR aka HAZEL(ire) aka FLEUR IRLANDAIS6E (ire) etc. took top hon-
ours  in the 9 f BOMBARDIER handicap at 14 /1. Earlier in the week. 
TERMONATORcame out yet again to try to match '' ' her  "success of 5  races ago- a glutton for punishment this 
one  ! On Tuesday RUMI  contested a 7f Novices—(didn't know he was still a. novice - mind you  he does look 
well preserved) at Wolverhampton He came 6th,  3rd place   went to  favourite RAIN GAUGE aka Rain Man. At 
around this time the athletic PINBALL WIZARD aka PBW    came 2nd in a handicap at 18/1 - is he  still hash-
ing in Canada? RAIN Man  would know.. PRINCE PERCY justified his price of 66/1 by coming 11th in his race 
- Fri? Sat? I miss the useful Irishracing.com for verifying f & F - doesn’t seem to work on this device. 
 

At Wolverhampton DORKING BOY  - form reads. 332222 ducked out  of the 450 on the grounds that it was tea 
time Well so it is! - SO  time to go 
 

 Take care one and all,  
On On from the stalls Ld Raleigh 

Budget 2021: 
 

“Brits will be able to buy their local pubs with government's £150m pot.” 
 

As announced in Yahoo Finance on Tuesday we hashers could be owners of our own pub. Imagine that! No one-armed bandits in sight, with decent 
original pub surroundings (no gastro-pub for the hash!) and real ale as well as decent wine on offer. 
 

RHUM has suggestions for a retirement home, that could somehow be part of a licensed premises, so it sounds even better. Atty assures us that she and 
Olive could take care of our medical needs - but Olive would prefer to spend more time in the pub. Atty commented she is used to men standing to 
attention in front of her. Well, enough of that… 
 

Just click on the QR code below to see the full article. 
 

Which pub?! Let us know your thoughts on the growing SH3 Confab WhatsApp group (via QR code here on the Runday Shag*). 
 

OnOn, HashFlash/GM 
 
[*QR code on previous page MB]                                                                                                                                              Link to article                          

The “Wastelands of New Haw” 


