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Hare(s) None 

Venue None 

ONON N/A 

SILVERMERE REVISITED: 
SUNSHINE, SCENERY 

AND MUD 
Ah! Beer with a friend in 

the sun after a good run, is 
there a greater pleasure? 
Keener, doubtless, but 
greater? Well, yes, of course: 
when there is the animated 
buzz of a group of hashers, 
which is even better; but that 
pleasure is months away. 
Strange how the now very 
successful roll-out of the 
vaccine – the over 75s are 
already being approached – 
coincides with disastrous 
figures for numbers of cases 
and deaths, among the very 
worst in the world. (The 
others are Belgium and 
eastern Europe, which never 
seem to be mentioned.) 

J. Arthur and I went back to 
Redhill Road, the spot near 
Silvermere where Dr Death 
laid a recent trail. We ran his 

 

version backwards by way of 
variation, as well as we could 
remember it, but added a loop 
of a mile or more behind the 
archery range. We had 
thought to cross the area of 
the butts, but that is cunningly 
defended by a narrow ditch. 
When I think that as a 
schoolboy long-jumper I 
could clear almost 20 feet! 

Redhill Road was very 
popular with walkers when Dr 
Death invited us there, and it 
is just as popular now. It is 
good to see so many families 
out walking, undeterred by 
the mud  This was equally 
bad on the transpontine side 
and the cispontine side – yes, 
we used the same bridges. 
The prefixes cis- and trans-  
are now used largely in the 
context of gender, but 

originally the context was the 
Alps, the way Romans defined 
their territories. (They called the 
Mediterranean “Our sea”, 
though this only made sense 
after they disposed of their great 
rivals the Phoenicians in 
Carthage).. Coming back to 
mud, I should really write of 
water: in places the paths have 
vanished under great standing 
pools, with slippery sides. But 
the scenery is good, the sun 
shone, everyone we met was in 
a good mood. (Dr Johnson was 
put out to meet a man who said 
he wished to study philosophy, 
“But cheerfulness kept breaking 
in!”) 

It seems a shame that golf 
courses – and indeed the archery 
range – are closed during this 
crisis. You would think that 
balls could be struck, or arrows 

fired, without endangering 
anyone. Perhaps 
administrators have 
nineteenth holes in mind? 
And this is indeed a feature 
of hashing which had caused 
concern to the committee, 
though Atalanta’s group at 
least were scrupulous in 
respecting the 2 metre rule. 
One newspaper headline 
recently contemplated a 3 
metre rule, difficult to 
understand in the context of 
supermarkets or footpaths. 
But when families meet in 
the High Street a 
conversation is inevitable. 

Your coda this week is on 
learning a foreign language. 
Obviously there are 4 skills, 
hearing, speaking, reading, 
writing, though there should 
almost be a special category 
for the most difficult, 
listening to the radio. 
Relatively few people need 
to write much in another 

The Runday Shag 

language, though it does have 
one advantage. French 
people recognise at once 
from my voice that I am not 
French, but cannot do as 
much from what I write. 
Language classes in this 
country at least tend to 
concentrate on speaking, 
which is probably fair 
enough, but if you wish to 
enter a culture properly you 
must read widely, and so 

discover a completely new 
world. Reading Italian opens up 
a culture one had never known 
to exist. We have a grand-
daughter whose French is quite 
articulate and effective, but until 
she reads more widely she will 
go on making howlers. 
However, this should be a minor 
motivation. It is the discovery 
that is so exciting and valuable.  

 
On On! FRB 
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Addendum 
 

FRB now seems to be running regularly with 
J.Arthur on a Sunday and this does give him 
the material to write a near normal report.  

I avoided towpaths as much as possible on 
my Sunday run because they have become so 
incredibly muddy. It was 4.8 miles and I 
included some “reccying” for future hashes (!) 
which now seem to be on the horizon. 

A number of hashers have now received a 
vaccination and more have been offered 
appointments. Mine is scheduled for next 
Friday in Chertsey which is less than three 
miles away. And now, to display my attytude... 

 
What do you call a man with half a brain? 
Gifted! 

 

What's the difference between government 
bonds and men? Bonds mature! 

 

What did God say after creating man? I 
could do better. 

  

Husband: Want a quickie? Wife: As opposed 
to what? 

  

Why are men like laxatives? They irritate 
the shit out of you. 

  

Why is it so hard for women to find men 
that are sensitive, considerate and caring? 
They already have boyfriends. 

  

Why do men like masturbation so much? 
It’s sex with someone they respect. 

  

What is gross stupidity? 144 men in one 
room. 

 

What is a man's view of safe sex? A padded 
headboard. 

 

Only a man would buy a £500 car and put a 
£1000 stereo in it. 

 
OnOn! Master Bates 
 

Letters to the editor: 
  

Dear Sir, by now, you must all know how 
much I regret having to raise the subject of 
Gibbergutgate, yet again. I was, however, 
approached by the venereal venerable Tosser, 
who objected to the Hare picture of his Ockley 
Run. He claimed that the photograph gave a 
misrepresentation of the topology of his nether 
regions. As I am always willing to act when 
I’m at fault, I analised [sic!] the image. True 
enough, I found Centre Field Spherical 
Aberration which I duly corrected. 

The caption, Der Rosencavalier (The Rose 
Knight), an opera by Richard Strauss, alludes 
to the fact that Tosser used (to avoid 
confusion with the previous runs) pink flour. 
For effect, I used a Germanic font but this was 
lost in the PDF process. This is now restored 
in the corrected picture, below (which is the 
real motivation behind this letter!) 

 
I’m sure I’m ever so ‘umble!   Uriah Bates 
 

Bottoms up! 

MB’s “Hash” 

As per last week’s RS, here again, is the link for all  
members to join the SurreyHash Confab WhatsApp group: 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/CYDh4uT9wsvGRWIL7oxGZB 
            Or, alternatively, a QR Code: 
 

   Look forward to seeing you there!   
   OnOn  HashFlash/GM 

Have a go at this 
“simple” equation. Not 
many of the committee 
got the correct answer! 
Post your answer on our 
SurreyHash Confab 
(see below) 
 

Answer next week 

A blast from the recent past! 


