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Founded April 14,1975, Banned from Box Hill, 1989 ‐ Returned to Box Hill, 1998 

Date 27 December 2020 

Hare(s) None 

Venue All runs are 
postponed until 
further notice 

ONON  

SUNDAY IN THE 
SUNSHINE: TWO 
VETERANS MEET 

J. Arthur and I went for a 
run on Albury Heath since – 
for reasons obscure to me – 
some of the SH3 Committee 
had decided against trails run 
in pairs, as we did in 
November. The Albury Heath 
car park is seldom used by 
Surrey to start a hash; we did 
find Pistoffen sawdust as we 
came in, though they might 
have begun somewhere else. 
(And good for them that they 
were hashing!) 

On the other hand in the 
past we frequently started 
from Blackheath or 
Chilworth: curious how 
venues acquire and lose 
popularity with our group, it 
must be years since SH3 
began a run from Blackheath. 
Naturally the “trail” J. Arthur 
had imagined for our run 
included several familiar 

 

stretches, including of course 
crossing the railway. Our 
return saw us on the road to 
Farley Green, with a level 
crossing you will all 
remember. I commented that I 
could not recall seeing the 
gates closed for a train, 
whereupon of course the gates 
promptly closed……. 
Uncommonly briefly; the train 
arrived virtually at once. 

We had hoped for sandy 
terrain, but in this December 
that was too much to ask. Still 
and all, the rain had stopped 
and we ran in glorious 
sunshine through very 
pleasant scenery. One field 
had been just used by cows, 
who left extensive proofs of 
their presence; this reminded 
me of Icepyck, who insisted 
that cow (or buffalo?) dung 
was an essential ingredient in 

authentic shiggy. As with many 
of us, his hashing began in Asia. 
I spent only 2.5 years there (in 
Sri Lanka); most of my 
expatriate years were in Africa, 
where hashing was unknown: 
getting your feet wet would have 
been to risk bilharzia. 

We did see one other runner; 
mostly we met groups of 
walkers. How small children 
love splashing in puddles! 
Numerous friendly greetings: on 
27th December do you say 
Merry Christmas, or Happy New 
Year? Which brings me to a 
question: just what does begin 
on 1st January, apart from 
calendars? The financial year 
starts in early April, the 
academic year in the autumn, the 
liturgical year with Advent; 
goodness knows when the 
Parliamentary year starts, 
(November, normally?), but 

certainly not in January. It 
seems nonsensical to suppose 
nature’s year begins in mid-
winter: spring would seem 
more natural. Even the winter 
solstice is not on 1st January. 
This seems an entirely 
arbitrary and inappropriate 
date. I can give you one 
teaser: 2021 is not a prime 
number, but what are its 
factors? No, don’t google the 
answer: find it in your head! 
(I send myself to sleep by 
seeking the factors of the 
number shown on our digital 
bedside clock when I turn in.) 

Attitudes to the corona 
virus are deeply interesting. 
The USA is exceptionally 
badly affected, but as news 
the topic is disregarded; 
meanwhile the libertarians, 
outraged by masks or 
restrictions on numbers, have 
at least the courage of their 
convictions, and are dying 
rather than submit. In this 

The Runday Shag 

country, as I suspect in many 
others, our youngsters are no 
more able than small children 
to maintain 2 metre spacings; 
the risk to their own lives is 
indeed minimal, but that they 
may well pass the virus on to 
their older relatives seems to 
be no deterrent. Meanwhile 
decisions as to our own hash 
seem based chiefly on what 
passers-by might think or say. 
Hashing in pairs may indeed 
involve 4 people - but at 2 
metre spacing – being seen 
chatting afterwards. Do we 
not see the same in every 
High Street, every day? It is 
time to resume some 
semblance of our Sundays! 
And a New Year to you all, 
much better than this old and 
tired one! 

 
On On! FRB 

MOA 0 
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Addendum 
 

Re: FRB’s comments, we are, of course, 
allowed to run as a pair, as Atalanta and 
RHUM have been doing (I’m not trying to start 
a RHUMour, by the way). But, as the GM has 
explained, the latest strict regulations/laws 
forbid organised events, and infraction would 
attract a £10,000 fine. 

Too Posh has suggested “virtual runs/walks”, 
team up with a buddy, text a time and go on 
your individual routes. It could provide the 
required impetus. I often mean to go for a jog 
but just don’t get around to it.  

Did you know that Bill & Melinda Gates 
went on virtual dates? When they were 
separated by great distances, they would go to 
see the same film in their respective locations 
and discuss it by telephone later. This activity 
predated the internet by some years. 

Bods has been cycling down the Wey 
Navigation, which in view of the puddles at 
Pyrford Lock, seems to be the best mode of 
transport. Of course, if he’d come up my end, 
it would have been drier! 

Well, I spent the whole Christmas alone (I 
usually have my brood for lunch).  

 

Why did the chicken cross the road?  
Because, the chicken behind it, didn’t 

know how to socially distance, properly. 
Two grandmothers were bragging about 

their precious darlings. One of them says to 
the other, “Mine are so good at social 
distancing, they won’t even call me. 

My husband purchased a world map and 
then gave me a dart and said, “Throw this 
and wherever it lands—that’s where I’m 
taking you when this pandemic ends.” Turns 
out, we’re spending two weeks behind the 
fridge. 

I ran out of toilet paper and started using 
lettuce leaves. Today was just the tip of the 
iceberg, tomorrow romaines to be seen. 

My mom always told me I wouldn’t 
accomplish anything by lying in bed all day. 
But look at me now, ma! I’m saving the 
world! 

After years of wanting to thoroughly clean 
my house but lacking the time, this week I 
discovered that wasn’t the reason. 

 

OnOn! and a Happy New Year 
 
Master Bates 

Overleaf is a 
message from 

our highly 
esteemed GM  

Blast from the past 

Pyrford Lock 

I wonder what they do in there?(!) 



Hi Fellow Hashers, 
  
Another missive from your GM, aren’t you lucky (plucky) souls… 
 
Anyway, down to business. On reading the UK Gov advice here [https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-at-home] we can see it 
states items in bold type that apply not to Surrey Hash but only as individual citizens: 
  
Stay at home 
If you live in Tier 4 you must not leave or be outside of your home or garden except where you have a ‘reasonable excuse’. A 
reasonable excuse includes: 
Exercise and recreation 
People can also exercise outdoors or visit some public outdoor places, such as parks, the countryside accessible to the public, pub-
lic gardens or outdoor sports facilities. You can continue to do unlimited exercise alone, or in a public outdoor place with 
your household, support bubble, or with one other person if you maintain social distancing. You should follow the guidance 
on meeting others safely. 

Meeting others safely 
In general, you must not meet socially or carry out any activities with another person. However, you can exercise or meet in a 
public outdoor place with people you live with, your support bubble (or as part of a childcare bubble), or with one other per-
son. 
You should minimise time spent outside your home. When around other people, stay 2 metres apart from anyone not in your 
household - meaning the people you live with - or your support bubble. Where this is not possible, stay 1 metre apart with extra 
precautions (e.g. wearing a face covering). 

You must not meet socially indoors with family or friends unless they are part of your household or support bubble. 
  
You can exercise or visit a public outdoor place: 

 by yourself 

 with the people you live with, 

 with your support bubble, 

 or, when on your own, with 1 person from another household. 
Children under 5, and up to two carers for a person with a disability who needs continuous care are not counted towards the out-
doors gatherings limit. 
Public outdoor places include: 

 parks, beaches, countryside accessible to the public, forests 

 public gardens (whether or not you pay to enter them) 

 allotments 

 the grounds of a heritage site 

 outdoor sports courts and facilities 

 playgrounds 
  
Surrey Hash 
So, how do we continue to have a ‘hash of sorts’? 

In a nutshell the above rules preclude Surrey Hash from ‘organising hashes’ as that becomes 2+2+2 and so on, notwith-
standing the build-up of vehicles and hashers in one area where we can be photographed and reported to the authorities. 
The last thing the we (I) want is a substantial fine. However, from what I can see, it does not stop couples, or a buddy 
system of two hashers, going out on a trail. Given that a flour-marked trail has a limited lifespan, which means more 
hashers in the same area in a shorter space of time, I am advising we try out a pre-mapped hash trail instead. This is a 
trail that a hasher has walked, recorded the route, and mapped on their computer. This is saved to .PDF and sent to the 
HashEd MasterBates for publication. A new trail will accompany each RundayShag until the UK Gov rules change and 
we reconsider what we are able to do. The advantage of this is we can all go out on a mapped hash in pairs and at any 
time of the week we wish, thereby avoiding conflict with rules and regulations. Should one, by the unlikely chance, see 
other hashers on the same route (going clockwise or counter-clockwise) we can, as we do with other members of the 
public, take care and avoid contact by keeping a social distance. 

  
Map-Hash #1 
With this week’s Runday Shag you’ll find two maps, both the same, one marked with the route on top of the trails and the other 
free of route so you can see the original OS 1:25k map. Print these off, enjoy your map-hash; please send comments and pictures 
back for inclusion in the following weeks RundayShag! First SH3 Map-Hash starts from the Cricket Ground Car Park, behind 
The Red Lion pub in Betchworth. It is 6.6 miles long but has plenty of short-cuts available. 
 
I look forward to seeing what new Map-Hashes our members come up with! 
  
OnOn 
HashFlash 


