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BANTER, FREE SPEECH, 
POPULISM AND THE 

SURREY HASH 
Petal introduced a recent article 

by referring to banter. The word 
is increasingly used these days, 
but in a baffling array of 
meanings, from gentle teasing to 
cruel and vicious jokes. Our hash 
has always inclined to the former, 
to friendly ribbing, whereas other 
sectors of adult society can be as 
harsh and unsparing as school 
playgrounds. Women seem to 
grow up more fully than men: 
while girls are often as unpleasant 
to one another as boys, among 
grown-ups this is much less 
obvious, the barbs perhaps better 
concealed. (Few readers seem to 
notice that Jane Austen is very 
severe indeed with her female 
characters, even in several cases 
the heroine….) Bonn Bugle, 
Chunderos and Speedy Humper 
were always more emollient in 
the Circle than most of their male 
counterparts, whatever their 
private opinions. 

If “banter” is an up-to-date 
concept to deploy, “freedom of 

 

expression” is even more often 
trotted out. My own view is that 
this freedom is best left 
unexercised, other than in 
speaking truth to power: it is the 
recourse of the humble, of the 
under-privileged against the 
wealthy and powerful. Certainly it 
cannot justify lies, hate speech, 
trolls or mis-information. 
Returning to my theme of 
populism as opposed to 
democracy, it is noticeable that 
populist leaders do their very best 
to suppress criticism or dissent, 
whereas genuinely democratic 
politicians give the press their 
freedom. 

(Trump is in a bind here: he 
loathes the media, other than Fox 
News, and fulminates against his 
critics – “Fake news” has become 
meaningless as a term of 
disparagement – but knows the 
American enthusiasm for freedom 
of speech). Attacking the judiciary 
is another feature of populism – 
think of recent developments in 

Hungary and Poland – which has 
been noticeable here in the UK, with 
the Mail denouncing judges as 
enemies of the people, and 
Cummings campaigning against our 
whole judicial system, just as much 
as against our Civil Service. 

In our hash, the Committee in 
normal times – will we ever see them 
again? - is in constant touch with 
rank and file members, many of 
whom have previously been on the 
Committee anyway; the mood and 
feelings of the troops may readily be 
gauged with great accuracy. After 
the lockdown this has become 
distinctly more problematic, making 
decisions, such as on a resumption, 
more difficult. In the political world 
it has been surprising how right wing 
papers – Mail, Express – have 
savaged this government (the 
Telegraph, in symbiosis with the PM, 
cannot), the blunders and U-turns 
offering such a tempting target for 
criticism that few could resist. At 
least this allows Mr Johnson the 
chance to argue that his is not a 

populist regime, even when most 
of the evidence suggests that it is. 
This evidence includes early 
reactions to the corona virus from 
Trump, Bolsonara and Johnson, 
all at first reluctant to impose a 
lockdown, with dire 
consequences for their citizens. 
And yes, by all means include 
Modi; who has even tried to 
blame Muslims for the virus. 
Populist leaders are reluctant to 
be quizzed or even questioned in 
public, another trait which 
distinguishes them from genuine 
democrats. (On the other hand 
they are usually excellent at 
making uninterrupted speeches 
and harangues, with Hitler as the 
supreme example; Mussolini was 
good too). 

Almost by definition, populists 
are hostile to such people as can 
be derided as a liberal élite, 
people who approach decisions 
with reason rather than emotion, 
who can be mocked for political 
correctness, who refuse an Us 
versus Them world, who are 
appalled by hostility to 
immigrants (and Priti Patel’s 
demands on the Royal Navy to 

COVID-19 Hash 

prevent Channel crossings), 
who take such issues as Black 
Lives Matter seriously rather 
than paying lip service to the 
idea, who acknowledge the 
gravity of climate change 
instead of kicking the issue into 
the long grass of 2050. You 
may infer for yourselves my 
assessment of our present 
leaders. The hash remains calm 

and peaceful by ensuring such issues 
are never raised publicly, but of 
necessity with a large membership 
such as ours opinions are divided; 
populism is attractive and exists only 
when a significant number of people 
feel the same way. Would it not be 
good to be together once more! 
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He’s been pumping iron again! 
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Addendum 
 

 Teq and JArthur 
entertained us by recounting 
SH3 anecdotes. Most of 
these related to after and 
before my time with SH3 i.e. 
during my (knee injury 
induced) moratorium. 
Memories were jogged and 
comments made. 

Some, not least I (well 
maybe “leastish”) related 
their reminiscences. 

Lord Raleigh (and Cracker) 
had a bumpy (soundless) ride 
in this, his first Zoom. 
Atalanta sponsored his 
riddle: “This Jack has three 
crosses to bear.” Answer 
“The Union Jack”. 

  

Three, newly qualified, 
accountants were 

applying for a job. They 
were college friends but 
rivals for this position. The 
first went to be interviewed 

by the MD. After a while the 
MD said “I’ve only got one 
technical question. What 
does 2+2 equal?” It had to 
be a trick question, he 
thought. After a long non-
productive embarrassing 
silence he had to say 4. 
“Thank you.” said the MD 
“Please ask the next 
candidate to come in.” 
Having had all this related 
to him, the next one, almost 
before the MD had finished 
asking “What does 2+2 
equal?”, he shouted 4! 
“Thank you. Please ask the 
next candidate to come in.” 
When the third was asked 
“What does 2+2 equal?”, he 
asked ”What would you like 
it to equal?” “You’ve got the 
job!” said the MD. 

 

98% of accountants give 
the other 2% a bad name! 

 
On On!   Master Bates 

Dregs 

Blast from the Past 

Welcome to Zoom! 
Has OneInTheEye seen him? 


