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THE HASH TRAIL TO 
A GREEN FUTURE 

You will remember Lord 
Carrington, an emblem of 
integrity and responsibility, 
resigning when his Department 
had failed the country. 
Nowadays cabinet ministers do 
not resign even when the 
dereliction is personally their 
own. He was asked “What 
comes after capitalism?”; after 
a pause for thought he replied 
“I’m sorry, I don’t understand 
the question”. 

You can see his point. 
Nobody has tabled or proposed 
anything remotely convincing 
as an alternative. Capitalism is 
not only the basis of 
economies, but also that of 
social and political systems. 
Workers – I do not mean 
salaried executives, ordinary 
workers – put up with their 
lives in the confident 
expectation of better times in 
the future. They do not notice 

 

that tomorrow never comes. 
Poorly paid American workers 
do not agree at all that the rich 
should be heavily taxed, 
believing quite sincerely that 
they themselves will be rich one 
day. At the time of the “1%” 
campaign, 40% of Americans 
believed they personally were, 
or would one day be, part of the 
1%. So how are you to tell them 
that the future of the human race 
depends on their being less well 
off? 

On consuming less? On not 
travelling? On using public 
transport? On abandoning red 
meat – and preferably meat 
altogether? Just imagine the fate 
of a political party which 
offered such a future. 

And yet there is no other 
future; it is that or extinction. 

In recent weeks I have been 
hammering on about the 
distinctive quality of the hash. 

With the crucial exception of fuel, 
hashing is a paradigm for an ideal 
future, friendly, non-competitive, 
social rather than individual, with 
minimal hierarchy – and 
barracking GM or RA is even 
encouraged – inexpensive, never 
wasteful of resources, healthy and 
open-air: exactly a model for 
society in years to come. Fuel, yes, 
that is a problem. Of course some 
hashes already depend on 
members turning up by bus or 
tube, but ours could not; ideally 
the solution would be for us to 
expand our numbers and splinter 
into local groups, with car-sharing 
and minimal distances travelled. 

You will see that hashing offers 
a mind-set, a set of values, 
perfectly relevant to the future of 
our societies. You will also be 
aware that virtually no one has 
ever heard of hashing. Greening 
society will be even more of a 
struggle than putting our sport into 

universal consciousness, and 
this primarily for commercial 
reasons. Do you suppose the 
tobacco companies did not 
know how noxious smoking 
was when campaigns began 
against it? And look how hard 
they fought (in fact still do 
when Third-World markets are 
in question)! Honesty, veracity, 
go overboard when profits are 
at stake: hence the vigorous 
denials of climate change by 
the fossil fuel merchants. 

Now, hashing attracts no 
hostility from commercial 
interests, only indifference; but 
that is enough to ensure we 
remain obscure, an 
unimportant minority taste – 
which means our efforts to 
spread the message will at least 
go unopposed, even if largely 
unheard. The truth about the 
world’s future is much more 
difficult to disseminate; people 
are profoundly reluctant to 
change their habits, and those 
who sell what they want will 
do all in their power to prevent 

COVID-19 Hash 

that change, including 
vehement denial of reality, 
scornful dismissal of 
uncomfortable truths. 

I suspect even some of you, 
our readers, are reluctant to 
admit the implications of 
what is happening, preferring 
to believe some scientific 
salve can be plastered on, that 
future generations can take 
care of themselves, that……. 
That anything is better than 
changing one’s ways. When 
facts challenge beliefs, facts 
are denied or ignored. The 
primacy of emotion over 
reason, the difficult challenge 
of changing one’s mind. 

Perhaps I am being unfair: 
hashers are already on the 
side of the angels, have 
already chosen the better path, 
have, you may say, solved the 
check. 
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Addendum 
 

 Le Pro’s “quiz” turned out 
to be more of an English 
Usage/Abusage lesson. I 
and, I suspect, Petal (and 
others) thought that this 
would be a Walk in the Park. 
This was not the case. He 
had most of us floundering 
with e.g. the “Conditionals”. 
In his introduction (as far as 
I could understand it!) he 
justified why a Scot was best 
qualified to teach English as 
a foreign language. This 
reminded me of my own 
ancient schooling (in 
Brixton) when I learned 
more about English grammar 
in the French lesson than the 
English. For instance, that 
was the only time that I 
encountered the Past 
Historic, Immediate Future, 
Subjunctive (rarely used in 
English), Past Perfect &c. 
Tenses.  

I don’t know why it popped 
into my head  but the 
Grocer’s (or indeed 
Grocers’) apostrophe i.e. an 
apostrophe placed before the 
s in a plural, instead making 
it possessive (which, 
seriously, gets Petal’s, 
FRB’s and my Goat) has a 
valid use. It is in the marking 
of plurals of individual 
(lower case) letters, e.g. 
“I’ve been told to mind my 
p’s and q’s.” Interestingly, it 
doesn’t apply to upper case 
“I’ve been  told to mind  my 
Ps and Qs.” In this example 
it removes ambiguity “In my 
handwriting, I have to be 
careful with a’s, i’s and u’s.” 

Le Pro’s “English Test” is 

available as a PDF but he 
refused to give “Answers” on 
the grounds of ©    
infringement. I suggest that 
we all complete it and send it 
to Le Pro to be marked! 

  

I used to date an English 
teacher...but we broke up 
after a debate over the 

proper usage of the colon. 
 

 There was an English 
teacher teaching in 
Germany. 

On the first day, he taught 
them all the words 
beginning with A. On the 
second day, all the words 
beginning with B. After the 
third day, which was words 
beginning with C, he 
thought to himself “I 
wonder how they’re going to 
handle ‘D-Day’?” 

 

An English teacher asked a 
hooker what she knew about 
syntax. 

"I never file a tax return!” 
 

I wanted to marry my 
English teacher when she 
got out of jail, 

But, apparently, you can't 
end a sentence with a 
proposition. 

 

What is an English 
teacher's favourite drink? 

Tequila Mockingbird 
 

An English teacher asks 
Little Johnny 

“Make an opposite of this 
sentence: ‘Kids in the dark 
usually make errors.’” - 
Little Johnny: “Errors in the 
dark usually make Kids!" 

 
On On!   Master Bates 
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