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LET US NOW PRAISE 
FAMOUS MEN 

No, we may for the moment 
omit our fathers that begat us. 
Filial enthusiasm may be 
deferred to another context; 
here I write of former Surrey 
hashers. And by these I mean 
hashers now on a further shore: 
not Hong Kong but a shore 
much more remote. 

First Timbo, who lived quite 
near me, in Lower Sunbury, 
Thames Street. You may see 
him on the films of the Queen’s 
visit to the Millennium Gallery, 
acting as her escort. He and 
Tinny had a rather dark and 
gloomy house, conveniently 
near pubs quite famous, the 
Phoenix and the Magpie. He 
was expert in Slavic languages, 
and published his own life 
story. Probably only our Uncle 
Gerry was better known to other 
hashes; Timbo had a confident 
command of the finer points of 
hashing, and made an 

 

impressive GM. You will 
remember that he and Rambo 
could not agree on the content of 
our newsletters, one preferring a 
chaste tone, the other scurrility. 
Have you noticed that TV 
warnings always speak of 
“strong language”, never of 
obscenities, which is what is 
meant? Another misnomer is 
“swear words”: swearing 
involves God, not sexual parts 
or actions. 

Gunga Dick stood out for the 
nobility of his ideals and 
ambitions. He set out to 
encourage those he knew, or 
even had just met: our teenage 
daughters were very grateful for 
his courtesy when they first 
hashed with Surrey, and I 
reacted warmly to his 
appreciation of my efforts as 
Scribe. He probably regretted 
his plan to celebrate turning 70 
by setting 7 trails on 7 
consecutive days, against the 

advice of his medic daughter, 
Gunga Doc. His own words still 
adorn the backs of many Surrey T-
shirts to this day. And yes, like 
many of you he came to hashing 
from his time overseas. 

Icepyck acquired this handle 
from his real name, Gijs Verspyck. 
That first name is of course beyond 
the competence of most English 
speakers (the Dutch G is very 
special) and people tended to 
address him as Gilbert. (From just 
before WWI: “I’m Gilbert, the 
filbert, the Knut with a K, The 
pride of Piccadilly, The blasé roué. 
Oh Hades, the ladies, Who leave 
their wooden huts, For Gilbert, the 
filbert, the Colonel of the Knuts!”) 
Another stalwart from Asian 
hashes, he was adamant on correct 
use of the word “shiggy”, which he 
insisted was only genuine if 
enriched with cattle dung, 
preferably from buffaloes. Many of 
you will have been to the site in 

Portugal he ran with Elle T-
shirt, where he was always the 
hare for hash visits – and a very 
good hare. 

He was one of 4 hashers with 
birthdays within a year, of 
whom only Ear Trumpet and I 
survive. The fourth was the 
Ancient Mariner, whose handle 
had little to with Coleridge – he 
had no long grey beard, and his 
eye glittered no more than 
anyone else’s. No, he had 
behind him a past at sea; 
knowing me to have served as a 
junior submarine officer he 
gave me a book called Jack 
Speak, explaining the curious 
uses of words traditional in the 
Andrew (the RN to you…), and 
indeed another book, on 
verbosity, though neither of us 
was given to gushes of 
language. He and Hare Eater 
were naturists, which seems to 
remain very much a minority 
taste, despite widespread nudity 
on modern beaches. On the 
other hand, English men retain 
their unique place in most of 
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the world by wandering 
around bare-chested every 
summer: oh, I did it myself 
when younger, as hash photos 
reveal. Strange! 

Diana George insisted her 
handle should be written G 
and Tea; she had no wish to 
be thought of as perpetually 
gin-sozzled. Her eventful life 
included a large share of 
hashing: at her funeral we 
might not have predominated, 
but hashers formed a 
substantial part of the 
congregation and at her grave 
in a natural burial ground. She 
loved having the Jingle Bells 
party at her large hill-top 
house south of Leatherhead, 
the road quite a challenge if 
snow froze there. Less athletic 
than our other Diana (Cool 
Box) she derived much 
pleasure from hash company 
and hash sociability. 

Well, we miss them all! 
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Birthy B’s quiz in the form 
of a powerpoint presentation 
was excellent, especially with 
the accompanying soundtrack. 
Unfortunately, the very large 
quiz file cannot, at present, be 
made  available for download. 
A PDF is available, without 
the sound, of course. It mainly 
concentrated on the Wey 
Navigation and environs but if 
there is a criticism, and I have 
one (!), many of the questions 
took the form of a short term 
memory test (as used in 
diagnosing Dementia) i.e. 
showing a picture of many 
objects, then, later asking 
questions about them. Most 
people suffer from Age 
Related Memory Loss (NOT 
Dementia) and given the wide 
age range of SH3 members, 
made the quiz seem slightly 
“Ageist”.  

By counting every answer as 
being awarded (there’s a pun 
there!) one point except where 
otherwise stated, I calculated a 
maximum possible score of 
78. I scored 42 which, 
surprisingly, was the winning 
score by some margin. I do 
have an advantage, however, 
by living on the Wey Nav. I 
did have to dock myself a half 
point since despite arrogantly 
claiming that the 3rd goose 
type was a Greylag; I have to 
humbly concede that it was, 
indeed, a Taiga Bean  just as 
Birthy B said. 

Atalanta came up with an 
interesting suggestion: that 
couples taking part in these 
quizzes should only be 
awarded half of the points. 

 

I remember Gunger Dick, 
well. He used to hash 
regularly with WH3 and was a 

larger than life character. 
Although, when he brought his 
daughter (not yet named 
Gunga Doc) he turned into a 
Mother Hen. Another guy 
from across the pond, Doug 
Kypfer use to criticise him for 
being a “brash American”. He 
certainly didn’t mince words 
and was responsible for 
reforming WH3’s policy on 
using False Trails. They are 
now deprecated, although, we 
occasionally get one from 
Wurzel! He was very critical 
of hashers shouting “On” 
instead of “On, On”. He said 
that was like an American 
marine shouting “Mother”! 

He also gave me counsel. I 
was ten years into my 
(currently) most recent 
marriage and I said “If this 
doesn’t last, I suppose I might 
try a Filipino partner.” He said 
“Briain, let me give you some 
advice. Always ask for a 
Filipina!”   

Q: What has eight arms 
and an IQ of 60? 
A: Four blokes drinking 

Bud Light and watching a 
game of football! 

 

It's hard being a straight 
white guy in 2020. Everything 
was always supposed to be all 
about us 100% of the time 
and now it's down to like, 
98%! 

 

Everyone says the world 
would be better off if it was 
run by women. Sure, maybe 
there wouldn't be so much 
violence and territorial 
conquests fuelled by male 
testosterone. But instead, 
we'd have a bunch of jealous 
countries that aren't talking 
to each other! 

 
On On!   Master Bates 

Dregs 
Blast from the Past 

Abramis brama 2.2kg 


