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COMPETITION AND 
COLLABORATION 

Few sports have no competitive 
element; in most cases 
competition is the whole point of 
the activity, though I know two 
Frenchwomen – neither is my 
wife – who will not take part in 
any game with a competitive 
element. (Thus, for example, 
Scrabble without scoring, or Jenga 
as a collaborative activity: how 
high can you as a group make the 
tower before collapse?). The 
origins of hashing are to be found 
in hare-and-hounds, also known 
as a paper chase, which was 
usually competitive. See for 
example “Tom Brown’s 
Schooldays”. 

What stroke of genius inspired 
the 1938 originators of our 
preferred sport to rule out 
competition is probably a mystery 
likely to remain unresolved. We 
must be deeply grateful to them. 
Obviously expatriates enjoy 
squash, tennis, football (I choose 
examples from our community in 
Sri Lanka) and at the same time 

 

take pleasure in hashing, where 
there are no winners or losers. But 
how did anyone come to see that? 

Perhaps I am looking at this the 
wrong way round. If the village 
life of the Middle Ages did 
actually correspond to what 
remained of it in Britain when the 
Industrial Revolution started up, 
depicted in George Eliot’s earlier 
novels, then individuality was 
discouraged: the emphasis was on 
the unity of the group, the 
harmony, the traditional 
observances and rituals, and by no 
means “I am better than you!” Was 
this a survival from our race’s days 
– millennia! - as hunter-gatherers? 
Perhaps hashing is a rediscovery 
of our roots, our true nature? 

Well, let us examine our 
behaviour more closely. In what 
follows I draw on my own 
experience and nature: my 
apologies in advance if I what I 
infer is unrepresentative of others. 
Playing rugby I never acquired any 
skills: cross-kicks, dummy or 

scissors passes, all quite beyond me. 
My only ability was scoring tries, but 
this is generally held to be such an 
asset to a team that I usually got 
selected. 

I was certainly a team-player: that 
we should win was more important 
than my contribution to that victory. 
But only just…… 

Well, as a new member of the 
Surrey Hash – well, newish – I kept 
count of how many checks I solved 
on each trail, and took it for granted 
that the other front runners did the 
same. I aimed for an average of 3 per 
trail; when I solved none at all I was 
quite disappointed with myself. (My 
record was 12, on a trail set by Timbo 
near Frimley where I had already 
been a hare). It is true that knowledge 
of the hare’s customs and practices is 
very helpful. Nowadays of course I 
seldom solve any; but last summer (I 
think it was) when Invisible Man set 
his usual trail over the A217 I was 
able to solve 6. Now, are such 
successes to be regarded as personal 
triumphs, or contributions to the hash 

as a whole? This, you will see, is 
rather like try-scoring: intuitively, 
but without any proof or 
confirmation, I take it most front 
runners are similarly motivated. 
Is this competition, or 
collaboration? 

Now, there is a difference 
between helping and herd-like 
behaviour. It is only natural that 
you do not all join in the checks; 
part of the point is to allow 
recovery of breath or strength. 
But once a few people drift off in 
any given direction, long before 
ON ON is called, many of you 
join them; which may at times be 
prescient, but at others it means 
most people are out of earshot 
when the call comes from 
somewhere else altogether. Stick 
around, chat if you want, but 
don’t wander off! And if someone 
is the only person to have tried a 
given path at the check, with no 
back up, consider going a short 
way in that direction, to be 
helpful. Our front runners are 
very good at ensuring all possible 
paths are checked; the two fastest, 
Randy Pandy and Stevie Blunder, 
seem to take a perverse delight in 
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choosing the least likely. (Is 
there a masochistic streak in 
hashing? Think of those wet 
muddy Sundays in winter when 
we trudge cheerfully along!) 

Then there is the Circle. The 
eloquence and wit of GM and 
RA need complementing from 
the assembled troops: I cannot 
believe there is a competitive 
spirit here, people make 
wisecracks as the mood takes 
them, or the inspiration 
descends. RA: “Some men are 
breast-men, some leg-men...” 
Interruption from ‘Arfur Pint: 
“And the others are arseholes!” 
Every one should chip in like 
this, though some are shy. Our 
Uncle Gerry commented on my 
becoming GM that I had to 
abandon my uncouth ways at the 
Circle for more couth behaviour; 
in fact his sardonic interventions 
were always a major element of 
our Circles. Collaboration 
requires input from you all! 
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Well, I hope that’s sorted out 
our Phobias (irrational fears). 
It has come to my attention (as 
they say) that there is a rumour 
circulating, that a number of 
the male members of the SH3 
Committee, actually have 
“Atalantaphobia”. This is 
completely untrue; our fear of 
Atalanta is entirely rational.  

At the WH3 “spaced out jog” 
Tosser asked if there was any 

higher Hash authority in 
discussion with the 
government e.g. like the AAA. 
I suppose not, Nash Hash is 
probably only involved in 
event organisation. 

 

The Intelligent Design of 
the Human Body (6). The 

miracle of the (vertebrate) eye. 
Some ask: “How could 
something as perfect as the eye 
evolve by a random process. 
Actually it didn’t. Evolution by 
Natural Selection is not at all 
random. But, perfect (!?) it has 
a blind spot, for crying out 
loud.  

When I went to school the 
eye was likened to a camera: a 
compound autofocus lens, iris 
and light sensitive film. 

Nowadays a digital camera is 
an even better model. Its 
sensor, like the eye, consists of 

millions of light sensitive 
elements. These have to be 
connected to the camera 
processor/brain via a cable/
optic nerve. Would you have 
the cable coming out of the 
front (where the image is), or 
the back? Of course, in 
cameras it comes out of the 
back. The eye, however, has 
evolved to have the optic nerve 
emerging from the front so that 
it has to plunge through the 
retina creating the (in)famous 
blind spot. Fortunately it’s not 
quite in the centre.  

We don’t notice it, of course, 
because the brain makes the 
best guess of what might be 
there, but we are all blind in 
that small region. 

The eye has evolved, 
independently, in nature, more 
than fifty times in various 
forms. The squid, for example 
has an almost identical eye to 
ours, with the exception that 
the retina evolved the correct 
way round and it doesn’t have 
a blind spot. 

 

The King of Spain has just 
been quarantined in his 
private jet. This means that the 
reign in Spain will stay mainly 
in the plane. 
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They don’t seem to 
be doing very well 
upstream of me! 

Dregs 

Not so dregs 

1.7kg 

When will it be over? 

Tinca tinca 

Turning over a new leaf? Rhubarb! 


