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Let us explore aspects of 
hashing which differ from our 
own traditions. I shall begin with 
the “Bash”, the Bicycle Hash. 
Notionally it is less strenuous 
than running, though being 
myself unused to serious riding 
since I was an undergraduate, 
and quite unaccustomed to 
mountain bikes, I find a bash 
more tiring, not less. Obviously 
you go further and faster; a 2 
hour trail could well be 15 miles 
long even on rough terrain (and 
bashes are not held on roads). So 
solutions are further from checks 
than on a traditional hash: but 
bicycles do not improve your 
hearing. You will not hear “On 
On!” if you are 600 or 800 yards 
away. Thus the hare needs at 
least 2 auxiliaries, to sweep up 
those who have gone astray. 
Naturally stiles are more or less 
out of the question: Surrey 
would be problematic, though I 
have been on successful bashes 

 

in Caesar’s Camp, near 
Camberley. 

Now the re-group. Wally has 
set out to impose these upon us; 
our tradition has no call for re-
groups, while in south-east Asia 
some hashes count everyone in at 
every check. It is easy to see why 
re-groups can be necessary; it is 
one thing to run round Surrey on 
a Sunday morning, quite another 
to be lost in a jungle as night falls 
on a Monday evening, with no 
command of the native 
languages. Expatriates seldom 
master Asian languages, with 
their strange scripts, though my 
firm had a General Foreman 
from Central Europe who had a 
command of 10 or 12 European 
languages and also a working 
knowledge of both Turkish and 
Sinhala. (No, he didn’t hash). So, 
the re-group: we have got this far 
without them, let’s keep it that 
way. Yes, but there are two 
issues here. We will always 

perceive that someone well known 
to us is not back when the Circle is 
over; but newcomers? You can see 
how important it is to meet and 
greet anyone new before the hash 
starts, and ensure they stay in touch. 
This has worked perfectly well for 
45 years, so we can go on to the 
other consideration: falls. We all 
take a tumble at times; which 
hasher has never fallen? But we are 
getting older. Recently falls seem to 
have become more serious, with 
hashers taken off by ambulance; I 
am uneasy at the thought of a front 
runner out checking, no one else 
near, who has a bad fall. The check 
will be solved elsewhere, and who 
finds the person down? Moral: even 
front runners need to be accounted 
for. And anyone who suddenly 
decides to abandon the trail and go 
home should tell others! 

False trails. As Surrey has shown 
over many years, you can set a 
perfectly good trail without falsies, 
though you must include back 

checks; but I would be unwilling 
to dismiss false trails out of hand. 
The few Surrey trails set in the 
past which did use them have all 
ended in a bar, much the simplest 
approach. The most insidious are 
those which simply peter out; 
these are unusual, and most other 
hashes which do use falsies expect 
people to count, generally to three, 
occasionally five, after which they 
are on trail. This can obviously be 
done crassly, or with artistic flair; 
I have had both experiences when 
visiting other hashes. You will see 
upon reflection that false trails and 
back checks are not really 
compatible; they are alternatives. 
My only other point: the true trail 
should start at roughly the same 
distance from the check as its 
misleading counterparts. 

The figure of eight trail. To be 
avoided: in most cases the pack 
will go wrong where the loops 
meet. An extreme example was a 
trail set by The Retard above 
Leatherhead, where out and in 
trails were only a few metres 
apart, so that at each check we all 
got muddled. But there have been 
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successes; Popeye used this 
device effectively quite recently, 
and The Bounder once surpassed 
himself with three dimensions, 
the return loop being well 
overhead of the out-trail (on a 
bridge!). 

The fish-hook. We sometimes 
had this on CAMRA joint trails; 
the idea is to keep front runners 
with the pack. When they reach 
a fish-hook they are meant to go 
back to the last check, or 
whatever; in one variant there is 
a numeral, say 5, meaning that 
the first 5 runners to the symbol 
must go back. Obviously there 
has to be a monitor, and in 
reality the whole thing becomes 
absurd, with many flagrantly 
disregarding the rule. Surrey’s 
solution to restrain front runners, 
the back check, is both simpler 
and more effective. In fact, let’s 
keep Surrey the way we are! 
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This must have been the 
strangest game of charades 
ever. At times there was 
less gesticulation than an 
Irish folk dance and as 
much chat as a Stanley 
Holloway monologue. It 
was all good fun though. At 
one point, however, it 
seemed that Blue Suit was 
trialling a new TV show, 
“Naked Repulsion”! 

 

How smart are our 
smartphones? In 1905 

Einstein published his paper 
on Special Relativity. Very 
simplistically (which is 
about as much as I can 
manage) it states that 
moving objects get heavier 
and time slows down for 
them. These effects are 
negligible unless travelling 
close to the speed of light. 
The electrons that hit the 
screen in our old TVs were 
travelling at such a speed 
and got about 2% heavier. 
If they had been wearing 
wristwatches they would 
have slowed down by 2%. 

In 1925 Einstein published 
his paper on General 
Relativity. Again, 
simplistically, it states that 
a gravitational mass (like 
the Earth or Sun) distorts 
Spacetime and for an object 
close to such a mass, time 
will slow down. Again, for 
us, these effects are 
negligible. An astronaut 
spending 6 months on the 
International Space Station 
would age another 31/2 
milliseconds than if he had 
stayed on Earth i.e. closer 
to its centre [center, Jerry]. 
This, most likely wouldn’t 

invalidate his life insurance! 
Now the Global 

Positioning System, GPS, 
(one of the better freebies to 
come out of the American 
Military) is very finicky 
about timekeeping. The 
Navstar constellation of 36 
satellites (24 of them active 
at any one time, to ensure at 
least 4 are visible anywhere 
on the globe) has to take 
account of their average 
velocity and distance from 
the Earth’s centre [OK 
Jerry!].  

The effect of reduced 
gravity outweighs the 
counter-effect of velocity by 
6:1 and the clocks on the 
satellites are set to run 
slower than on Earth. 

But it’s worse than that 
because the satellites are in 
elliptical (non-circular) 
orbits, their velocity and 
distance from the Earth is 
continually changing. If this 
were not compensated, the 
3m accuracy of GPS would 
be degraded by a factor of 
10. Where is this 
compensation performed? 
In the GPS receiver which, 
for most of us, is our 
SMARTPHONE, it’s very 
well named!  

FYI if the effects of 
Relativity were ignored, 
within 24 hours, the GPS  
positional error would be 11 
km, nearly 7 miles, making 
GPS impossible!  

It’s a shame that Einstein 
isn’t around to see his then 
controversial theories 
proved millions of times a 
day. 

 
On On!   Master Bates 

Dregs 


