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VENUES 
When you next set a trail, 

where will it be? The answer, 
Well, somewhere near where I 
live, is not to be encouraged. 
Right, you know the area, it is 
no trouble getting out to do the 
recce; but there are other 
considerations. The first is the 
terrain. Despite the usual 
grumbles, Surrey actually like 
there to be a hill or two, even 
going up the North Downs, 
though obviously you will be 
berated at the time. Do you have 
hills? The next consideration is 
centrality. Set a trail in the far 
west of Surrey – and there are 
good areas there – and those 
living in the east will need 
persuasion to turn up. Ditto the 
north or south. Sure, the faithful 
few will always show up, 
wherever the venue, but if you 
want a good turn-out, go for 
somewhere central. 

Yes, you object, but that is 
just the problem; if everyone 

 

sets a trail there, it will get very 
repetitive. This is perfectly true. 
As it happens, the hashing there 
is especially good, there are 
always new versions of familiar 
trails, but the danger of copy-
catting is real; so go for 
somewhere not quite central, 
allow your trail to venture into 
the best known bits, and then 
take it out again. Allow me to 
spell out the most-hashed 
settings: Sheepleas and the 
Horsley area, Friday Street, 
Holmbury St Mary, Peaslake, 
Ranmore Common – well, you 
get the idea. All excellent, and 
all very well used. Hint: Leith 
Hill is equally good, and was 
once frequently used, but we 
have not been there for a 
while.And in west Surrey, 
Hydon Heath, Hurtwood, 
Hambledon. 

On reflection, accessibility is 
not confined to the centre of 
Surrey; any location easily 

reached from A3, M25, or I 
suppose the A24 may be regarded 
as accessible, as likely to appeal to 
the troops. And another 
consideration is the car park; hares 
have been known to direct us to 
somewhere which appeals strongly 
to Sunday walkers (or in Peaslake, 
cyclists) so that we have struggled 
to find places for hash cars. Most 
pubs prefer us to park elsewhere, 
even if they have agreed to our 
drinking there, though some, such 
as the Star south of Malden 
Rushett, have such immense car 
parks that we can fit in even on 
Mothering Sunday, despite their 
preferring us not to. 

One aspect of hashing we no 
longer have access to, thanks to the 
Data Protection Act, is contact 
addresses for our members, so 
while these obviously change over 
time, we have no idea how or to 
what extent; the centre of gravity of 
our dwellings may well have 
shifted, but in which direction? In 

any case, hares have to be 
prepared to travel, both to the 
recce and to lay the trail. I use 
recce in the singular, but the most 
meticulous of hares will have 
more than one. Ear Trumpet, an 
admirable hare (and for a good 
while the one to have laid most 
trails) used to master his area by 
doing a recce in each direction. 
And of course you may have a co-
hare, who will have his or her 
own priorities and preferences. 

Then there is length. Naturally 
you will be aiming for 90 minutes 
of hashing, being well aware that 
less than 60 disappoints the 
troops, more than 120 vexes them 
profoundly (85 to 100 is generally 
ideal). Yes, but this impacts on 
your choice of venue. Do you 
wish to be original? Popeye has 
once installed a rope so that we 
could clamber up a cliff; have you 
set your mind on such a novelty? 
Again, you will choose your 
venue accordingly. And he would 
provide boats, charged with gin 
and tonic, for a sip stop. (When 
did that last happen?) 

COVID-19 Hash 

Leave urban trails to London 
and other such hashes, whose 
culture accepts them. (And yes, I 
have run for a year with London, 
in the days when the capital had 
only one hash, and Hooray 
Henry, who could swallow a 
pint faster than our Uncle Gerry, 
was still slim and fit). Surrey 
wants scenery and greenery. 

There is also a seasonal aspect 
to your choice. Some settings 
work well in winter, but the hash 
lose patience and enthusiasm if 
the ground is hopelessly muddy, 
some are too open on a very hot 
day, when we need trees more or 
less throughout. You can do 
nothing about rain: do not fret 
on this score. Really wet Sunday 
mornings happen on average 
once every 2 years; the pack will 
cheerfully accept a shower or 
drizzle. Indeed, the Surrey pack 
will be cheerful whatever you 
do, grateful that you went to all 
that effort. 
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Virgin! 

Addendum  
 

 

Petal’s Pub Picture Quiz 
was great fun but it turns out 
that most hashers don’t know 
their Cock from their Bush. I 
was one of them, scoring five 
pubs and even less hares.  

I can report that the 
ducklings are, for the 
moment, alive and well. They 
swam the 400 odd metres, 
against the current, to the 
weir at the White Hart where 
their Mum flew up to join 
them. The pair of swans is 
still taking turns incubating 
their eggs downstream near 
Coxes lock. 

 

Absolute scientific truth 
does not exist. If, in court, 
I was asked “Were you at 

home in Bates Walk on the 
evening of 21/04/20?” Since 
I was, my scientific answer 
should be “It’s a hypothesis 
that has not yet been 
disproven.” Not being 
entirely stupid, however, I 
would reply “Yes.” So when 

What were the early 
symptoms, again? 

people say to me that evolution 
by means of natural selection 
(co-discovered by Darwin and 
Wallace) is just a theory, I 
agree but add “Just like 
Gravity!” A relatively new 
alternative is “Intelligent 
Design” which is a subset of 
“Creationism”. Each week, I’ll 
describe some of the miracles 
of design of the human body. 
To kick off then, why do we 
eat, drink and breathe through 
the same hole? How many 
people choke to death a year? 
Cetaceans (dolphins and 
whales) which are also 
mammals have a separate hole 
for breathing. 

 

Whoa! If you take the 
alphabetical value of the letters 
CORONA and apply the 
formula C*(O-R+O*(N+A), 
you get 3*(15-18+15*(14+1)), 
which equals (gasp!) 666. 

It’s the devil’s work! 
Yes, I know it’s very 

contrived. 
 
OnOn! Master Bates 

Dregs 

A blast from the past 

No, these are goslings 


