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ONON N/A 

DORMOUSE & VELCRO 
DO US PROUD WITH A 

TWISTING TRAIL 
The only drawback to this 

excellent trail, the car park 
impossible to use, came as a 
surprise even to regular walkers 
there. Well, people are 
imaginative, and squeezed in 
somehow; and otherwise this 
was a very happy morning. It 
was a good touch to use both 
Headley Heath and the village 
of Headley, crossing at Leech 
Lane; and the numerous twists 
and changes of direction were 
very ingenious. I had predicted 
our arriving at that steep flight 
of stairs almost from the off; 
but in fact when we got there 
the trail went up the hill at a 
diagonal, instead of using the 
steps. Dormouse and Velcro 
included no checks, but at 
several points we were on a 
guess where to continue, which 
comes to very much the same 
thing. Indeed the only times I 
was ever ahead of J. Arthur 

 

were when we had to search and 
seek; well, he is the best part of 
5 years younger. Atalanta with 
RHUM put in a much better 
time than we, some 53 minutes 
to our 60, covering 3.8 miles: 
well, with those hills averaging 
4 mph is a challenge. 

They even used a part of the 
Heath I barely recognised, with 
actual houses and actual hedges; 
if we have been there before  -
and, Lord bless us, despite our 
once having been banned from 
Box Hill we have often and 
often been out on the Heath – 
then my memory is starting to 
fail. Well, that happens: I 
imagine most of you recall 
events from the distant past 
more clearly than those more 
recent. I grow old, I grow old: I 
shall wear the bottoms of my 
trousers rolled. Shall I part my 
hair behind? Do I dare to eat a 
peach? 

As a hash we must have 

puzzled the very many families 
walking on the Heath, with their 
even more numerous dogs: people 
get used to seeing our pack, more 
or less together as a group, but 
finding us in pairs – inevitably at 
irregular intervals – must have 
seemed strange. Well, from next 
week we shall be back to being in 
sixes, which is not a bad 
approximation to real hashing. 
Other than at the start we are never 
the pack one sees in other running 
groups, such as Park Runs.  

Fraternising in the car park. Yes, 
we spoke to those about to leave, 
to those who came in after us, such 
as Dormouse himself, who had 
been round with co-hare, Velcro, 
the other enthusiast for Headley – 
the trail even went past her 
preferred pub, the Cock Inn. I see 
little harm in this, even during the 
corona crisis. If Mr and Mrs 
Ramsbottom, out for a walk with 
young Albert their son, meet a 

family they know, are they not 
to exchange greetings and a 
few words? 

The immense number of 
Americans who voted Trump 
after 4 years under a very bad 
President shows that 
democracy and demagogues 
don’t mix. I have often thought 
it absurd that our political 
systems suppose we can all be 
herded into 2 or 3 camps, the 
nation divided between blue 
and red, and imagined a 
democracy in which we voted 
for gifted individuals, with 
party labels forbidden; but the 
immense popularity of terrible 
people – Mussolini, Hitler, 
Trump – suggests that my idea 
is flawed. Simple nationalist 
slogans: Take Back Control!, 
Make America Great Again!, 
Ein Volk, Ein Reich, Ein 
Führer! have disastrous 
consequences. You can see 
possible roots to such restless 
nationalisms. The USA have 
not won a war since 1945: a 
draw in Korea, defeat in 
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Vietnam, disasters in Somalia, 
Afghanistan, and Iraq. If we 
have some victories – the then 
Malay States, Cyprus, Kenya, 
more recently Sierra Leone – 
these were essentially police 
actions which no one 
celebrates or even remembers. 

 An author popular when I 
was young proposed a 
democracy where the most 
qualified – those with medals 
from the war, or degrees, or 
whatever – would have extra 
votes. You can see that 
deciding who gets such votes 
would not be very democratic. 
We tend to forget that to 
intelligent Greeks or Romans 
democracy was a terrible idea, 
and 18th century British 
writers such as Edmund Burke 
thought the same. We are 
saddled with it now, but we 
need to imagine constraints 
and safeguards. 

 
 
ONON! FRB 
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Well, this is my first addendum for some time 
and, I for one, was getting withdrawal 
symptoms. We should all thank Petal for 
stepping into the breach. How on earth he 
managed to pump out seven pages of good 
read in a less number of hours (and manage the 
website) I can’t imagine. Maybe he has a pact 
with the Devil! 

I ran with that other MB and it didn’t start 
well. The lack of parking led him, with the 
guidance of three ladies to prang my parked 
vehicle. I mean to say, we know they can’t, 
themselves, park… but lousing up a bloke’s 
parking! We overtook First On and Sister Anna 
but were overtaken by No Nookie, uphill! 
People reported trail sabotage but we saw 

many dogs feasting upon it. 
I always put my hands up when I’m wrong. 
Ask any of my ex-wives or, at least, most of 

them, well, some of them. I have never minded 
people disagreeing with me when I’m wrong, 
not when I’m right, of course!  

In RS 2355, I took a pot shot at FRB’s Coda 
in which he said that most people don’t know 
the difference between the Immaculate 
Conception and the Virgin Birth. In RS2357, I 
gave my humanist estimate of nine months and 
boy was I out of my depth! FRB corrected my 
lack of understanding (kindly) by private email 
rather than this highly esteemed publication. 

 The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception 
applies to Mary’s mother so that Mary could 
be born without Original Sin. So technically 
my nine months should have been one 
generation but my quip fell flat and I do have 
egg on my face. I also said that I did not 
understand the Trinity. If anyone could explain 
to me, I would think it would be FRB.  

Regarding the Trinity, a little known fact is 
it’s influence on music notation, which was 
invented by the Christian Church. The number 
3 is of supreme importance and considered to 
be perfect. Perhaps that is why there were 3 
wise men and 3 crosses at Calvary. In musical 
time signatures 3/4 Time, 3 crotchet (quarter 
note, Jerry) beats per bar, was considered 
perfect time. It applies to waltzes, mazurkas 
and minuets. Far more frequent in music is 4/4 

Time, 4 crotchet (quarter note, Jerry) beats per 
bar, which is also (unsurprisingly) known as 
Common Time. Slightly less usual than in the 
past instead of 4/4, it can be denoted by what 
appears to be the letter C. C for Common you 
may think, but no it is a depiction of an 
incomplete/imperfect circle because it is 
considered Imperfect Time. A lot of people 
don’t know that!  

I don’t know why a circle isn’t used to 
signify 3/4, Perfect Time, however.  

 

I looked into her eyes, deep into the 
emerald green, my heart fluttered, I felt a 
connection, something deeper, something 
magical, I was transported to another place 
and I thought, blimey these binoculars are 
brilliant! 

 

Drinking makes you happy with your body, 
the way it is! 

 
On On!   Master Bates 
 
 
 
 
 
Letters to the editor 
 

Dear Sir, 
 

After reading Gibber’s fulminatory 
opprobrium of my Pelican Run (2357) as, I’m 
sure accurately, related by Raffles, I have to 
riposte. Indeed, after the run he more than 
implied that it was the worst run ever. 

This is archetypical of Gibber and absolute 
balderdash. I, personally, have laid much 
worse runs, both for Surrey and Weybridge (I 
am the present incumbent of their Wooden 
Spoon). 

I should also add that in 2018 when I laid 
two First Friday Runs, I was awarded both 
Runner Up and Winner of the Worst Hash of 
the Year. I believe that this will be a unique 
achievement although, I suppose, it didn’t do 
any harm having Atalanta on the awards 
committee! 

 

Yours most proudly, 
 

Master Bates 

Now I’ve seen it all! 

We must stop using 
such tasty flour! 

Lack of social distancing! Finger tested 


