
Master Bates QI (Quizzically Irritating) cf. BBC Quite Interesting 
 

Part 1: F is for Fobias 
Since 400 BCE (Hippocrates) a Phobia has been defined as an irrational fear of something e.g. Hydrophobia: fear of 
water or drinking it. Since 1993 it has also meant irrational hatred or dislike of something e.g. Homophobia: hatred 
of gay people. 
The first part of this quiz is a list of phobias and you have to identify “the something” and I’ll usually give a clue. 
Please don’t Google. There are no cash or other prizes. 
Part 2 will be Geriatric Ignominy a version of the Fry/Toksvig General Ignorance 

 

 
 

Part 1 Phobias 
 

 Phobia Clue 
01 Agoraphobia The Hash community doesn’t have this 
02 Ailurophobia Raffles probably has this 
03 Atelophobia It’s not a fear or hatred of Atalanta 
04 Chiroptophobia Probably, most of us, developed this recently 
05 Dystychiphobia A lift from Bods could cause this 
06 Emetophobia Chundy surely doesn’t have this 
07 Eurotophobia I daren’t give a clue to this one! 

 

08 Glossophobia Gibber doesn’t have this, unfortunately! 
09 Gymnophobia Blue Suit doesn’t have this 
10 Kakorrhaphiophobia I’ve been diagnosed with this one (on a management course) 
11 Lipophobia Popeye doesn’t have this, hopefully 
12 Mysophobia Again, probably, most of us developed this, recently 
13 Nomophobia More and more of us are getting this 
14 Nostophobia None of us have this, hopefully 
15 Ophidiophobia Atalanta and I definitely don’t have this 
16 Phallophobia If you have this, you’re ill advised to visit Woking 
17 Scoptophobia Atalanta seems to have this one 
18 Thalassophobia Popeye, Eveready and Teq certainly don’t have this 
19 Xenoglossophobia If you have this, don’t read FRB’s reports 
20 Hexakosioihexekontahexaphobia The Christians among you probably have this 
21 Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia Again, if you have this, don’t read FRB’s reports 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agoraphobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ailurophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atelophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiroptophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emetophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eurotophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glossophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nomophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nostophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ophidiophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phallophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thalassophobia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hexakosioihexekontahexaphobia


Part 2 Geriatric Ignominy 
 

01 Tomaso Albinoni (1671-1751). Surprisingly, “Albinoni’s Adagio” was not published until 1958, but when was it 
composed? 

02 Why is the Foxtrot dance so called? 
03 What’s odd about the Australian folk song “Waltzing Matilda” 
04 The Roman Catholic Mass usually begins with the Kyrie: Kyrie Eleison (Lord have mercy), in what language are 

they singing? 
05 Paul Simon’s “Feelin’ Groovy” is in a major key, whereas “The Sound Of Silence” is IN a minor key. But 

what about “The Simpsons” theme tune? 
06 Beethoven’s Piano Sonatas were composed for a solo performer, whereas a String Quartet requires four 

players. So how many players are required for a Trio sonata? 
07 With what name was Mozart christened which means “Loving of God”? 
08 Damselflies have an average life of 4 months and they would have flown many kilometers but how far would 

they have walked? 
 

09 Ignoring water vapour which comes and goes, what is the 3rd most abundant gas in the Earth’s atmosphere, 
after N2 (78%) and O2 (21%) 

10 What is the largest organ of the human body? 
11 What is the largest organism (so far discovered) on the planet? 
12 What is the most efficient hunter/successful predator in the animal Kingdom? (excluding man) 
13 What is the nearest star to the earth? It was known to the ancients and has a Latin and a Greek name. 
14 What % of the UK population has Haemorrhoids? 
15 What % of the cells in the human body is human? 
16 What % of the Earth is water? 

 

17 If you were to stand on the place that is furthest from the centre of the Earth, in which country would you be? 
(be careful about recent political border changes) 

18 The Lord’s Prayer is in King James English, except the last word “Amen”, what language is this? 
19 I have Free-Sat and can’t resist watching re-runs of “Colombo”. In one episode the dishevelled detective gave a 

witness his telephone number at the LAPD. What were the first 3 digits? 
20 What is the largest tributary of the Thames? 
21 In audio technology, we have Monophonic, Stereophonic and Quadraphonic systems. Mono in Greek means 

one or alone. Quad in Latin means four. But what does Stereo mean? 
22 The Canal Age (and Industrial Revolution) is said to have begun with the opening of James Brindley’s 

Bridgewater canal in 1761. I live on the Wey Navigation Canal, about half a mile upstream of Coxes Lock. When 
was it opened? 

23 What is the tallest mountain on Earth (base to summit)? 
24 What was the largest island in the world before Australia was discovered? 
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